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Principal’s Report  

Term holidays are almost upon us and as I reflect back 

over the term we had some big moments. Mrs Smith’s 

farewell early in term three was a wonderful school event 

and no, ‘the sky didn’t fall in’ after she left! The school has 

moved along in an energised and industrious manner. We 

have had parents and family members into classrooms to 

see their children in action. The 5/6 classes were passing 

laws in a simulation of parliament. The 1/2 area were working on maths activities with 

their parents. In the Foundation area, the students were using their senses to deepen 

their understanding of the book they were reading. The 3/4 area showcased their 

expertise with digital technologies, working collaboratively on the history of 

Australia. We hope to continue this more in the future with the goal of parents 

having a much clearer understanding of their children’s learning at school. 

We also had a fantastic day for the Book Week parade and Grandparent visit. Not 

only was it a beautiful day for our parade, we also had many family members there to 

view it, followed by lots of our grandparents visiting classrooms – some special 

moments for the children and their grandparents. 

We had the buddy seat opening, with guest elite athletes. There has been 5/6 camp 

and Positive Communities, including Peer Support. We have had excursions to the 

Botanical gardens and an incursion in the outdoor classroom learning about growing 

plants. Today the Foundation students were off on a walk around the local area 

which included shopping at the Op shop. They were very proud of their purchases.  

This is only a snap shot of events, with students working hard and making progress in 

their learning. I am always thrilled to have student visitors showing me their work. I 

feel very proud of all the work and efforts of our teachers and the students 

throughout the term. I hope everyone has a great holiday and returns next term with 

recharged batteries – because I think next term will be even more eventful! 

A special farewell to Ms James, who finishes up on Friday and begins maternity leave. 

We all wish her well in the exciting time ahead welcoming her first child. 

Ms Hycenko is on leave for the first two weeks of term four (her class will be 

covered by Mrs Margo Edgar) and Ms Giamou is on leave for the first four weeks of 

term four (her class will be covered by Mrs Dina Patsouras ). We wish Cassie and 

Helen the best for their leave. We welcome back Ms Audino, Mr Skate, Mr Faoro, Ms 

Spokes and Mrs Sicura from leave at the beginning of term four. 
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Happy holidays everyone, stay safe and we will see everyone back at Pascoe Vale PS 

on the 9th of October. 

Anne Naughton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar 
September 

22nd       Subway special lunch day 

22nd       Last day for Term 3 - 2.30 pm finish 

October 

 9th        Term 4 begins 

11th  Division Athletics- qualifying students 

13th  5/6 Interschool Sport- home game 

18th  Regional Athletics- qualifying students 

24th  2018 Foundation Transition 

25th  School Council meeting 7pm 

 

Maths Department News 

Throughout the year, a number of teachers have been lucky enough to be involved in 

a Leading Mathematics Course, which has enabled us to develop a better 

understanding of our school context. We have conducted surveys with numerous 

classes, which involved both students and teachers.  

Here is some of the feedback from the students that we are really proud of: 
· Our teachers use many different ways to find out what I know and 

understand in maths  
· I feel it is ok to be myself in this class  
· We talk about getting better as a learner  
· We are learning that there are many different ways to investigate, 

understand or solve problems  
· We have learned how to use different strategies to support our own 

learning   
· We respect our teachers 
· My teacher is really enthusiastic about teaching maths  
· We learn about things in this class that relate to real life issues and explore 

how maths is applied in the world 
 

We have implemented Student Shadowing, which is a practice that enables us to 

deeply understand how our students are experiencing their maths. A teacher invites 

Planning for 2018 

If anyone is planning to leave our school in 2018 please let the office know as soon 

as possible. In addition, if you have any concerns or specific requests regarding 

your child’s placement for next year please put it in writing to Mrs Naughton by 

Friday 20th October. All correspondence must be received by this date. 

Thank you. 



 

one or more colleagues to observe and chat with a student or students in the 

teacher’s classroom as they engage in the learning. The teacher chooses the students 

and the focus of the observation, their colleague(s) function as extra eyes and ears 

jotting down what they observe about the students as they’re learning, which they later 

offer to the teacher. The teacher interprets and makes sense of these observations 

while the observer responds to the teacher’s questions, elaborates on and clarifies 

what they saw and heard. 
During this process we have gained some valuable insights into students’ learning and 

the kids have been fantastic throughout the whole process.  
Ben Kline- Maths Coordinator 

Nude Food Fridays 

 

Nude Food Fridays will be starting in term 4. We encourage 

all families to try to send food free of packaging and 

wrappers. Fruits and vegetables are perfect as are sandwiches 

and snacks placed in reusable containers. 

The sustainability leaders will be awarding certificates to the 

classes with the best participation. Nude food is a great way 

for PVPS to help reduce waste and be more sustainable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Hats 

Please remember that we are a Sun Smart school 

and hats are required to be worn at recess and 

lunch and for all outdoor activities from the 1st 

September until the 30th April each year.  

 

 

 

Bake Stall 

A big thank you to everyone that supported the bake stall on Friday, we raised 

$1445, a record! A huge effort considering the conditions and we would like to thank 

you all for your patience and congratulate all the children for respectfully waiting and 

using their manners. 

Thanks also goes to Nadia from OSHC for the amazing raffle cake! If you would like 

to speak to Nadia about a cake for your next event, please leave a message for her at 

the office. 

The 1/2 teachers will let us know early next term what they will spend the money on. 

Thank you again and enjoy the holidays! 

PFA Committee 

Scholastic Book Club Orders 

Backorders have now been sent from scholastic and these will be distributed next term. 



 

 

Learning about law making in 5/6 F 

This term in integrated the grade 5/6’s have been working on 

a project that included making a new school rule. We were 

put into groups of three to create and collect data for a rule. 

We had to make arguments about why we should have our 

rule and we had to have arguments saying why we should not 

have our rule. When it came time to present, we set up our 

classroom like the House of Representatives. We had an 

opposition leader, who was arguing against the rule and a 

leader of government, who argued for the rule. We had a 

president who was in charge and the clerk, who helped the 

president and four senators who argued for or against the law. We had a lot of fun 

doing this project. It helped us build a better understanding of how a law is passed in 

the Australian government. 

By Ava Maddern and Danielle Grenfell 

PLEASE NOTE: The school accepts no responsibility for the goods/services advertised in this newsletter.  

Items are promoted subject to availability of space and are offered for community service.  Due to the 

amount of advertising, flyers are posted on the notice board at reception.  Please check on the noticeboard if 

you have an interest. 

 


