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Welcome back to the new school year.  I hope that families had a restful and enjoyable break. The staff have all come back refreshed and energised for the year ahead. On Tuesday over 500 students began the school year here at Pascoe Vale Primary which is more than double the school population from when I began at the school. I have to congratulate the teachers and support staff on transforming what appeared to be quite chaotic to a smooth and calm transition for students into their new grades. In my travels through the grades over the last few days I have seen the children working with the teachers in establishing their class room communities.

Term one events are already underway with notes for swimming for Years 1-4 and the Life Education Program already distributed. I encourage all children to participate in these integral programs. We are also sending out invitations to the Welcome BBQ for the Foundation (Prep) families and other new families across the school. (Thursday the 9th of February.)

We have welcomed several new teachers this year:-

Bella Braddy and Samantha Spokes (Sam has returned after a year of travel) - Foundation Area.

Munuse Osman - 1/2 Area.

Janelle Panuzzo and Kate Inturrisi - 3/4 Area.
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Hayley Stead - 5/6 Area.

Nicole Martin - Physical Education.

Along with the welcome message we have a farewell! Long-time and valued staff member – Cathy Mittas is retiring. It is her last day on Friday the 3rd of February and we will have a school assembly at 3pm to acknowledge the outstanding contribution Cathy has made to the life and times of Pascoe Vale Primary School.

The school calendar with important dates follows.  Next week the newsletter will go out digitally via compass– please make sure you take a look to keep informed.

Anne Naughton

Calendar
February
8th
Foundation Testing 

8th
Life Education commences. Parent information session 9 to 9.30
9th 
Welcome BBQ Foundation and new families 5.30pm to 7.30pm

15th
Foundation Testing

15th
School council 7pm

17th
Life Education finishes

20th
Swimming commences Grades 1 to 4 (Monday to Thursday)

22nd
Foundation Testing

27th
Meet & Greet Grades 1-6

March
1st
Foundation Testing

1st
Meet & Greet Grades 1-6

2nd 
Last day Swimming


8th
Foundation Testing Last session

13th
Labour Day Holiday

15th
Foundation students attend (First Wednesday)

15th
School Council AGM

20th
School Photos
LIFE EDUCATION

Life Ed starts next week. Notes have been sent home if you haven’t received one please call at the office to collect one. We would like all students to attend. There is a Parent information session on Wednesday 8th Feb from 
9-930. All parents are welcome to attend to find out more about Life Ed.

PARENT INFORMATION PORTAL – COMPASS

At our school we use a parent information portal called compass. You can use compass to look at your child’s attendance, explain absences, book Meet & Greet and student led conferences and access your child’s report. As the year goes on we will be adding more for parents to use. New families will be allocated a user name and password which will be sent home with instructions on how to access the portal. This will go home next week.

SCHOOL CENSUS
The February school census will be conducted on Friday 24th February.  The school is directly funded by the Government on the number of students enrolled on that day.  Therefore, if your child is ill or absent on Friday 24th February and unable to attend school, please send a written note explaining the absence to your child’s class teacher.
SCHOOL HATS

School hats must be worn during recess, lunch time and sport time.  We have a small number of school hats available for sale at the office in various sizes cost $12.50.
WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS
Any parents/carers wishing to volunteer at the school must have a current Working with Children Check and have received and completed our Volunteer Program agreement.  Please see Mandy/Sharon at the office for further information 
PAYMENT OF MONEY

All money payable for school activities must be sent along with your child to your child’s teacher in the morning, in the school payment envelope fully completed.  Please include the EXACT amount for payment. The school office is unable to provide change.  

Siblings can all be paid together in one envelope, follow instructions on envelope.

Payment can only be made by cash or cheque made payable to PASCOE VALE PRIMARY SCHOOL or direct deposit. Details are available on the payment envelope.
Financial Assistance for Eligible Families

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND (CSEF)

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to the value of $125.00 per Primary School Student, to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

You will need to hold a valid concession card.  Please contact Mandy/Sharon in the school office to pick up an application form or if you have any queries. We will need to take a copy of your health care/concession card.
CUSTODY ORDERS
If there are any custody orders relevant to your child, you will need to bring in the order to the general office and discuss them with Ms Audino.
LUNCH ORDERS – DELIVERED ON WEDNESDAYS ONLY

ORDERS NEED TO BE BROUGHT TO SCHOOL TUESDAY MORNINGS.

 Lunch orders will commence on Wednesday 15th February.     Please ensure that your child places their lunch order into their grades lunch crate on arrival into their classroom on Tuesday mornings.  

Lunch orders must be written on a brown paper bag with the child’s name, grade, room number and food items chosen with correct money enclosed. Lunch order menu will be sent home shortly. 
PLEASE DO NOT USE STAPLES OR STICKY TAPE.
School Banking

In order for school banking to run this year we need two volunteers to assist each Tuesday morning. Training will be provided. We will let families know when school banking will resume. Volunteers will need a valid working with children check.

EARLY RELEASE
If you need to pick your child up from school early, please call in at the general office and sign the Early Release book.  We will then call your child down to the office for you.  Please DO NOT go directly to your child’s class teacher to pick up your child.
ASTHMA MANAGEMENT PLANS

An Asthma Management Form is required if your child suffers from Asthma.  If your 

child requires medication whilst as school such as Ventolin, we will keep this 

medication in the staffroom and you will need to check that it is not out of date.  Please call in at the office to collect an Asthma Management form.

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM

The Out of school Hours Program operates from 7.00am to 8.45am 3.30 pm to 6.00 pm Monday to Friday.  If you would like to enrol your child/ren in the program you will need to enrol on line. Information on how to do this is on the schools website. www.pvps.vic.edu.au . If you have any queries you can contact the service directly on 0407 805 250. The school office are unable to help with queries.
SWIMMING PROGRAM

Our swimming program will run over two weeks from  Monday 20th February to  Thursday 2nd March for students in Grades 1 to 4.  It is a 2 week, 8 lesson intensive program. As it is integral part of our PE Curriculum, it is an expectation that all students attend regardless of whether they already do swimming lessons or not.  A note went home to families this week. If you did not receive one please call at the office to obtain one.

STAFF CAR PARK 

Parents please DO NOT use the staff car park in Cumberland Road for dropping off or picking up students.  Parents using the car park create a potentially dangerous situation with cars reversing in the car park.  Small children cannot be seen when you are reversing. We have a large number of staff and we have had instances where the staff  have not been able to get into the car park due to parents leaving their cars in the car park or using the car park as a turnaround area. PARENTS ARE NOT TO USE THE STAFF CAR PARK. 

HOME READING BOOK BAGS – New Students to School apart from Foundation.

If you are a NEW student to the school in Grade 1 - 4, then you will need to purchase a royal blue School Home reader bag.  These are available from the Office. Reader bags are available at the school office for $12.


