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Principal Report  

It was wonderful last week at the welcome evening to see so 

many families in attendance. It was a beautiful night, an 

informal event for families and 

teachers to meet in a more 

relaxed and social environment. 

The food vans, particularly the 

ice cream van attracted lots of 

business. I was very happy to have Susan Smith the past 

Principal, Paul Wise School Council President and 

Lyndal Herbert as a representative of our Parents And 

Friends Association  in 

attendance for a small 

ceremony to open the 

community hub and the 

new development of the 

oval area. Vision and 

plans for these 

developments at PVPS 

began many years ago but was brought to life by the 

contribution of many of our community, particularly Susan Smith as the Principal, the 

School Council, under both Nella Caruana and Paul Wise’s leadership and the PFA, 

which was led for much of the time by Carla Maddern. I’m sure you would all agree 

it’s a great facility for the school. I believe for years to come we will see the 

community and children of PVPS benefit from these facilities. 

 

A parents’ role in the children’s lives at school is a valued one and I was very pleased 

to see all our families attend Meet and Greet sessions with their children’s classroom 

teachers this week. It is an important relationship and that time to meet one on one 

enables us to build strong relationships not only with the students but their families. 

Research tells us that your children benefit greatly from positive connection to the 

school and your child’s learning. This success is not only academic but also strongly 

focused on the well-being and development of the whole child.  
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At PVPS we encourage and work to enhance our relationship with our families 

especially focusing on student learning. The Compass portal, Classroom Dojo, School 

Dojo, open days, progress reporting, student led conferences are all ways to build 

clear pictures and communication with our parents and carers. Our teachers 

encourage parents to make contact, however just as a reminder that unless an 

appointment is made, it is difficult for teachers to speak to you before school as they 

are preparing for the day. At 9am the teachers are responsible for more than 20 

students and it is not the time to pass on information. Class Dojo is also only for 

brief communications and if a more significant discussion is needed you can arrange a 

phone call or meeting through the office or Class Dojo. If there is an urgent matter 

please contact the office and they will assist to ensure the message gets through. 

 

When you have a matter or question regarding your child, please as a first step, 

contact the classroom teacher. The classroom teacher has the closest contact with 

your child and knows your child best. The classroom teacher will work closely with 

their team leader and they will also be able to assist. Often when matters are 

directed to the Principal or Assistant Principals, they cannot be dealt with until we 

meet with the classroom teacher!  

 

School Council 2019 Nominations are open untill 4pm on Thursday 7th March. 

Forms are available in the office foyer. 

 

HELP Parents and Friends Association (PFA) had their Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) last Friday. A small group of parents were present; however so far there are 

no volunteers for the office bearer’s roles. The school population has grown so much 

and we are hopeful that with approximately 400 families attending PVPS, the PFA will 

be able to build its membership. The PFA not only raises funds for resources and 

equipment for the students and teachers here at PVPS but also works to improve our 

school community through social events. The group present at the meeting decided 

to organise a few of the key fundraisers for the year with the hope that new 

members may get involved. So this is an SOS to any parents who may have interest in 

contributing to the school via the PFA. Please email the PFA at 

pvps.pfa@hotmail.com or leave your details at the office. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND FILMING BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
Representatives from the Department of Education and Training (the 

Department) will be attending Pascoe Vale Primary School on 7th March 2019 to build 

a library of images that best represent the education sector. 

The Department is seeking your consent to photograph and film your child at school 

during these events. Please see all the details on the form and return by Wednesday 

March 6th if you wish your child to be involved. The forms are coming home today 

with the students and it is attached to this newsletter edition as well as on Dojo. 

**Please remember it is completely voluntary. 
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Child Safe 
As stated in an earlier newsletter, Pascoe Vale Primary School is committed to child 

safety.  As a community, we want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We 

support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers.  We are 

committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all children. There is 

zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated 

very seriously and consistently with our robust policies and procedures. We meet 

our legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a 

child’s safety, which we follow rigorously.  

 

Pascoe Vale Primary School is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying 

risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. We have robust human resources 

and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is committed to 

regularly training and educating our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks. As a 

community, we support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. 

We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of 

children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, and to providing a 

safe environment for children with a disability. Pascoe Vale Primary School has 

specific policies, procedures and training in place that support our leadership team, 

staff and volunteers to achieve these commitments.  

At Pascoe Vale Primary School: 

 Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe. 

 We have zero tolerance for any abuse of children. 

 We already have policies and processes in place to protect the care, safety 

and welfare of children. These are being strengthened to ensure a zero 

tolerance approach to child abuse. As policies are ratified at school council, 

they will be made available to you through the newsletter and on our web 

page. 

 There will be clear boundaries about how adults in our school community 

may interact with the children here set out in our school’s Child Safe Code 

of Conduct.  

 The child safe standards apply to school staff (including volunteers and 

contractors), visitors and students’ family members. 

 Keeping children safe is everyone’s responsibility. Different people at our 

school have different roles and responsibilities for ensuring children’s safety 



 

 Things you need to know about: what ‘zero tolerance’ means to us, what 

roles and responsibilities adults have for child safety, our new procedures to 

respond to and report complaints of any form of child abuse. 

 We want to ensure you know how we are keeping your children safe at 

school, and how we’d like you to support us. 

 Staff members (including volunteers) will receive training and support to 

understand and carry out their responsibilities under the standards. 

 Unsupervised contractors will be asked about their child safety 

arrangements as a condition of working with us if they work with children 

enrolled in the school (or children can reasonably be expected to be present 

while they are at the school). 

 Other people using our school facilities will be asked about their child safety 

arrangements as a condition of using our facilities if they involve children 

enrolled at the school (or children can reasonably be expected to be present 

while their staff or other adults are at the school). 

The Code of Conduct for staff and volunteers around Child Safety 

Standards is attached on Compass with this newsletter and is also on the 

school website. 

 

Child Safe Officer- Lisa Audino 

 

Calendar 
March 

4th   Life Education begins (running from 4th-15th March) 

8th   Grade 5/6 Interschool sport 9.30am-11am - home game 

8th   Assembly 3pm 

11th   Labour Day Public Holiday 

20th   School Photo Day 

21st   Harmony Day 

22nd   Grade 5/6 Interschool sport 9.30am-11am - home game 

22nd   Assembly 3pm 

26th   specialist Excursion with 5/6 students – Escher 

27th   School Council AGM at 6pm followed by new School Council       

meeting at 7pm 

April 

5th   Last Day Term 1- Assembly at 2pm and early finish 2.30pm 

23rd   First Day Term 2 

 

 
 



 

Meet the Teachers 

 
Nathan Higgs 

 

Favourite hobbies: spending time with family, playing sports, 

playing guitar, listening to music, going to the beach 
Favourite food: Thai – Massaman Curry 
Favourite subject to teach:  PHYSICAL EDUCATION of 

course!! 
Favourite holiday destination: Apollo 

Bay 
Favourite sports team: Richmond 

TIGERS / Melbourne RENEGADES 
Favourite children’s author or children’s book: Magic Beach 

by Alison Lester 
Favourite local café or restaurant: Cress 8 (Airport West) 

 

 

Marcus Butera 

 

Favourite hobbies: Coaching football, travelling and 

spending time with my family and friends 

Favourite food: Lasagne (Gluten Free) 

Favourite holiday destination: Brazil 
Favourite sports team: Essendon Bombers 
Favourite children’s author or children’s book: 

Roald Dahl (The Twits) 
Favourite local café or restaurant: B'Cos  

  
 

 

 

Scholastic Book Club Orders  

Scholastic book club orders have now 

arrived and will be sent home with the 

children over the next few days. There were 

lots of orders to sort and bag so a huge 

thank you goes to Simone, Paul and Lynn! 

A total of $686 in rewards will go towards 

the purchase of books for the school! 

 

 
 



 

Kiara P in grade 3/4 submitted a short story to 'Time To 

Write 2018/2019' writing competition over the Christmas 

holidays. Kiara was announced recipient of third place!! There 

were over 1500 stories from all states with first and second 

place going to students in year 11 and 12. What a great 

achievement Kiara.  

PVPS congratulates you *** 

 

Once there was a dog named Patches who lived in 

Sunny View Farm with the Trickleburn family. Farmer 

Trickleburn died a long time ago when Patches was just a pup. Before he 

died, they had a really good life. The farmhouse was a really good place 

and Patches got great food to eat. Farmer Trickleburn used to teach 

Patches lots of tricks like playing dead, roll over, catch, shake hand and 

much more. But now, the farmhouse is just an old building with a few old 

sheep and chickens. Mrs. Trickleburn has to do twice the work she used to 

do to run the family with four children. 

It was getting near the Christmas holidays but it was not a holiday for 

Mrs. Trickleburn. She had to keep working for her family. “She does work 

an awful lot and ever since farmer Trickleburn died, there was not enough 

money for the family,” thought Patches sadly. “Maybe I could do 

something to help her,” he thought as his face lit up. So he went out of 

the farmhouse into the village square. Then he barked a few times to get 

people’s attention. He started doing all the tricks that farmer Trickleburn 

had taught him. There was only a small crowd at first but as he did more 

tricks, the crowd grew bigger and bigger. When he finished his show, a 

loud eruption of applause came from the audience and people started 

giving him money and treats. 

Every day, he did the same thing and he got more money each day he did 

his tricks until finally it was Christmas Eve. Mrs. Trickleburn 

looked very stressed and tired. So when Patches gave her all 

the money he earned, she was so happy and surprised. “Oh.. 

Patches! Thank you for everything you’ve done. You’ve got us 

as much money as we had when farmer Trickleburn was alive.” 

Then Patches, Mrs Trickleburn and all her four children had a 

very, very merry, merry Christmas! 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


