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Principal Report  

School Council News  

We had the final meeting of the current school Council on 

Wednesday. We spent some time looking at the latest reports of the 

Capital Works project. The schematic design has been approved and 

we are now working on more detailed fit out and design aspects. If 

you are interested, the master plan and drawings of the new building 

and the refurbishment of the red brick building are displayed in the office foyer. The 

playground will need to be relocated. Be assured this is a priority in the planning 

process. 

The Outside School Hours Program report was discussed and the program has 

settled well into the new space. We are now at capacity of 105 students on several 

nights. Even with such large numbers, the program is running smoothly and enjoying 

using the new Community Hub and the redeveloped oval area. The Council 

expressed thanks to Concetta Sergi- Director, who has overseen the program from a 

time when it was barely viable to the program we see today, not only viable but 

flourishing and a valued part of PVPS. 

School Council 2019 

Next week, I will call for nominations for both the Parent and DET categories for 

School Council. There are four vacancies on Council for parent representatives and 

one vacancy for DET (staff) representatives. School Councillors whose terms expire 

at this election are as follows: 

Paul Wise (Parent Rep) 

Nella Caruana (Parent Rep) 

Melissa Brown (Parent Rep) 

Kiymet Kaman (Parent Rep) 

Serren Callister (Community Rep) 

Erin Fitzgerald (Community Rep) 

Nora O’Reilly (DET Rep) 

A big thank you to all the school councillors for their time and contributions, 

especially to those finishing this year. The role of the School Council is very 

important and the school cannot progress without the generosity of all its members.  

If you decide to stand for election, you can either nominate yourself, or be nominated 

by someone who is eligible for the same category as you wish to stand for. 

mailto:pascoe.vale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot 

will be conducted in the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

The School Council 2019 Election Timeline is as follows: 

 Notice of election & call for nominations Feb 21st  

 Close of nominations 4pm March 7th   

 Ballot papers distributed  March 8th  if required 

 Close of ballot March 15th 

 Count votes & declare ballot March 16th 

 

School Leaders 2019 

A further reminder of our student leaders for 2019: 

School Captains - Electra K and Sebi S 

Vice Captains - Rachael C and Luis B 

Sustainability Captain - Stephanie S 

Arts Captain - Khalia C 

Community Captain - Isabel W 

Sports Captain - Lily-Bella H 

Junior School Council Representatives 

3/4 J Hugen H 

3/4 D Owen S 

3/4 B Lauren W 

34 T Edward C 

3/4 E Isabella G 

3/4 H Ahana D 

3/4 P Daniel B 

5/6 K Vidu P 

5/6 P Noah I 

5/6 H Juanita M 

5/6 S Viktoria C 

5/6 F Leah H 

 

2019 Welcome Evening 

As the school has become larger, we have had to alter the format of our welcome 

evening. This year we will have food trucks to provide some options for catering. 

Families are welcome to bring their own but the option is there if wanted. We will be 

having a small opening ceremony for the Community Hub and it will be open for 

viewing. Please join us as it is a great way to informally meet other families and staff in 

a relaxed environment.  
Traffic Safety 

We understand that school drop off and pick is a very busy time, but if all families do 

the right thing, it is a much easier process. Unfortunately, we must also bring to 

parents attention that the school car park is NOT to be utilised for drop off and pick 

up of your child. 



 

This car park is for STAFF ONLY, and there are not enough parks for our staff as it 

is, so we will continue to monitor this area. This also includes the disability car park. 

It is against the law to park here unless you are so entitled. 

Library News 

Library sessions have begun for classes. Please provide a 

Library Bag for your child if they wish to borrow. This 

applies to ALL students in the school. (Foundation students 

are given a library bag at the start of the year) 

A Good Start 

By now, everyone is adjusting to their new teachers, classes 

and the routine of school. As parents and carers there is 

much you can do to support your children. We all want our children to be happy and 

successful at school, and research tells us that three basic things are especially 

important. They are: 

Getting plenty of sleep - including quiet or reading time before bed, so the body 

and thoughts are settled. Every child has a different requirement for sleep, but from 

Foundation – Year 4, 10 hours is good to aim for. 

Healthy nutritious breakfast and lunch - Sometimes it is too easy to skip 

breakfast, but participation in school activities will burn up energy and a hungry child 

will more easily lose concentration and become tired. Plenty of water also assists 

brain function. Useful information for parents can be found on The Raising Children 

Network website. 

Regular school attendance - Children who attend school every day have 

increased opportunity to establish and maintain friends and learn more effectively. 

Children need to be at school BEFORE the bell goes – this helps their organisation 

and settling time with others before they go into class. Teachers need children to be 

at school every day so they can keep up with the rest of the class as schoolwork 

often continues on from what they learnt the day before. 

 

Brain Breaks - Fruit/Vegetable Consumption in class. 

Students are encouraged to eat fruit/vegetables throughout the day and are also given 

the opportunity to do so in class, as part of a ‘brain break.’ Students will be 

encouraged to grab a piece of fruit/vegetable from their lunchboxes 

at a time/s specified by the teacher, and the older students may eat it 

while they work in class. It must be unprocessed fruit or vegetables, 

eg; carrots, apples, cucumber or grapes; something that is easy and 

not messy to eat is ideal. Please ensure you supply your child with 

some brain food each day. 

Water Bottles - All students at our school 

are encouraged to have a water bottle in class to drink at any 

time. It is most important that children (and teachers) do not 

become dehydrated during the day. The bottle must only 

contain water as other types of drinks can actually cause 

dehydration. 

 



 

 

No food outside/no food sharing 

We have many students at school with allergies and anaphylaxis so it is imperative 

that students do not share food. Students are given time to eat their food inside the 

classroom where they are supervised. This greatly reduces the risk of any reactions 

occurring and it is why they do not take their food outside. Classroom teachers 

discuss the reason for these rules with the students in class and it would be great if 

you could reiterate this at home as well. 

No Toys at School – It is far safer for toys and special belongings to remain at 

home, as with so many students, it is very difficult to ensure the safety of these during 

play times. Although it has always been understood that the students are responsible 

for their belongings, it can still be upsetting when these become damaged, lost or 

broken. It can also become problematic, not only in the playground but inside the 

classroom as well, distracting from learning. Please explain to your children that their 

toys are for ‘home use’ rather than for school. Thank you for your support in this 

area. 

eSmart Evening 

On Wednesday night over 100 parents attended 

an eSmart evening. In the world of digital 

technology, our ICT program is a fundamental 

part of teaching and learning, equipping students 

with skills to be innovative, confident and engaged 

users.  Prior to devices being connected to the 

school’s network, parents undertake this 

induction, as do the students within their classes 

to ensure roles and responsibilities are 

understood and agreed to. 

Maths - learning at home  

It can be easier for children to understand maths 

concepts and the practical applications when they 

can relate it to something real and see it as part 

of everyday life. 

The Everyday Maths Animations are designed for 

families and learners starting in the early years up to Level 2 and shows how each day 

provides opportunities to develop numeracy skills. 

The animations support families to bring mathematics and numeracy into 

conversations in the home, the supermarket and the outdoors. Families can use them 

to explore new ways to support their child's learning beyond early childhood settings.  

Explore the Everyday Maths Animations- click on the link below 

Watch the Everyday Maths animations  

In the outdoors 

When walking, talking, looking and listening, families can explore and use mathematics 

every day. Introduce children to maths in the outdoors by counting steps, finding 

numbers and shapes and mapping your path. 

 

http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=WSC2SM


 

Around the house 

Use a range of household objects to explore and discover numbers, measurement, 

patterns and shapes around the house. Discover new ways of creating learning 

opportunities without leaving your home. 

At the supermarket 

Shopping is a regular activity that can help children explore mathematical ideas that 

are both simple and complex. Children can help to find items on the shopping list, 

look for interesting shapes or numbers, or talk about the size or weight of things. 

 

For more resources and ideas to support numeracy learning, explore these links:  

Birth to Level 10 Mathematics Curriculum Companion 

Maths Every Day Wall Frieze 

Victorian Maths Challenge 

Literacy and Numeracy Tips to Help Your Child Every Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Safe 

Pascoe Vale Primary School is committed to child safety. As a community we want 

children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect all children, as 

well as our staff and volunteers.  We are committed to the safety, participation and 

empowerment of all children. There is zero tolerance of child abuse, and all 

allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with 

our robust policies and procedures. We meet our legal and moral obligations to 

contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety, which we follow 

rigorously.  

Pascoe Vale Primary School is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying 

risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. We have robust human resources 

and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is committed to 

regularly training and educating our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks. As a 

community we support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. 

We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of 

children from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse background, and to providing a 

safe environment for children with a disability. Pascoe Vale Primary School has 

specific policies, procedures and training in places that support our leadership team, 

staff and volunteers to achieve these commitments.  

 

At Pascoe Vale Primary School: 

 Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe. 

Assistant Principal Lisa Audino is the Child Safe Officer at 

Pascoe Vale Primary School. If you need to speak to Lisa, please 

contact the office and an appointment will be organised for you. 

 

http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=cd4df410-7f43-4a2c-a44d-ba3c9b88dc6d&SearchScope=All
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/events/vmc/MathsChallenge_WallFrieze.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/vmc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf


 

 We have zero tolerance for any abuse of children. 

 We already have policies and processes in place to protect the care, safety 

and welfare of children. These are being strengthened to ensure a zero 

tolerance approach to child abuse. As policies are ratified at school council, 

they will be made available to your through the newsletter and on our web 

page. 

 Attached is our commitment to Child Safe Policy 

 There will be clear boundaries about how adults in our school community 

may interact with the children here set out in our school’s Child Safe Code 

of Conduct. This will be made available when school council ratifies it at 

school council 

 

Calendar 
February 

15th   District swimming – nominated students only 

21st   Welcome evening 5.30pm-7.30pm 

22nd   PFA- AGM 9.15am  

22nd   Grade 5/6 Interschool sport 11.30am-1pm - Home Game 

22nd   Assembly 3pm 

23rd   District tennis – nominated students only 

25th   Meet and Greet - parent/teacher evening grades 1-6 

27th   Meet and Greet - parent/teacher evening grades 1-6 

March 

1st   Grade 5/6 Interschool sport 11.30am-1pm - Home Game 

8th   Grade 5/6 Interschool sport 11.30am-1pm - Home Game 

8th   Assembly 3pm 

 

School Census Day 

Thursday 28th February is School Census Day. The school is directly funded by 

the Government on the number of students enrolled on this day. If your child is ill on 

Thursday 28th February and unable to attend school, please send a written note 

explaining the absence to the office or alternatively add the absence directly onto 

Compass. 

Meet and Greet 

Meet and Greet sessions will be held on Monday 25th February from 3.45pm – 

5.15pm and Wednesday 27th February from 3.45pm – 6.45pm. You will be 

allocated 10 minutes for the meeting. 

Bookings can now be made on Compass and will close on Thursday 21st of 

February. 



 

Meet the teachers 
This week we caught up with our new grade 1 teachers, Lachlan Meyer and Jodie 
Kennon about a few of their favourite things and places… 

 

Mr Lachlan Meyer 

Favourite hobbies: Sailing 
Favourite food: Burgers 
Favourite subject to teach:  STEM 
Favourite holiday destination: Nagano, Japan 
Favourite sports team: Richmond! 
Favourite children’s author or children’s book: 

J.K. Rowling 
Favourite local café or restaurant: 

Anthropology 

Ms Jodie Kennon 

Favourite hobbies: Playing netball, running, playing with my son 

Nate, relaxing & sleeping 

Favourite food: Lasagne with Garlic Bread 
Favourite subject to teach:  Speaking & Listening 
Favourite holiday destination: Pt Lonsdale 
Favourite sports team: I like playing sport not watching it but 

Nate would have me say ‘Western Bulldogs’ 
Favourite children’s author or children’s book: ‘When the 

wind changed’ by Ruth Park & Deborah Niland 
Favourite local café or restaurant: Augustus Gloop ice-creamery 
 

 

What’s Happening in 5/6K 

This week grade 5/6 students have been working on creating characters for a 

narrative story. Here is some of 5/6K's fantastic work. Have a go at visualising what 

our character 'Max' looks like from these fantastic descriptions.   

 

"Max, despite her appearance, was a young girl of 8. She wore an odd set of clothes, 

which included big red glasses, striped 'candy cane' leggings, sky blue long shorts, 

1970's shoes (how she got them, nobody knows), a white top with a blue collar and a 

red bow tie that was as bright as the sunset". Written by Vidu  

 

"Max is a girl with hair so dark and curly it's like squid ink spaghetti. She has eyes like 

a deep, muddy river which are small and beady. She has 13 rowdy siblings, all boys, a 

pet called 'Big Mac', an ignorant dad and a bloodthirsty step mum. She is as short as a 

pot plant, has elephant ears, rake arms and a noodle like torso". Written by Rachael  

 

"Max was as short as a gnome, as skinny as a rake, with noodle arms and Dumbo 

ears. Her eyes were the size, shape and colour of Maltesers". Written by Maisey  



 

Planning week Grade 3/4’s activities 

Isabella – The 3/4’s did outside activities on Wednesday morning. It was 

fun. 

Nico – We played a soccer game where 3 from each team had to score a 

goal. 

Alisia – I liked playing Rock, Paper, Scissors. After 3 wins you had to act 

like a chicken, Ms Magee or a dinosaur. 

BB – I enjoyed playing Down Ball. 

Harry - Poison Ball was fun and I liked all the dodging in Freeze Tag. 

Thanks Ms Selma and Mr Higgs for planning these activities and thanks to 

the teachers for running them, everyone had a great time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Division Swimming Carnival 

Division swimming trials were held 

today at Elite Swimming Pool in 

Pascoe Vale. Here is a picture of 

some of our very happy swimming 

team  

Congratulations on a great effort 

to all the students who competed. Good luck with the next round!! 


